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“Che Normal-by-the-Sea”’ 
By ELLA HIGGINSON 

Below, the sea—blue as a sapphire—set 

Within a sparkling, emerald mountain chain 

Where fir and hemlock needles sift like rain 

Thro’ the voluptuous air. The soft winds fret 

The waves, and beat them wantonly to foam. 

The golden distances across the sea 

Are shot with rose and purple. Languorously 

The silver seabirds in wide circles roam. 

The sun moves slowly down the flaming West 

And flings its rays across to set aglow 

The islands rocking on the cool waves’ crest 

And the great glistening domes of snow on snow. 

And thro’ the mist the Olympics flash and float, 

Like opals linked around a beating throat. 

II. 

Inspired of God were they that chose this place 

Wherein to build these walls of softest rose, 

Whose every slender pane at sunset glows 

Like burnished gold, and fires with mystic grace 

The wooded lovliness of Sehome Hill. 

Here is the home of color and of light; 

Perfume of balm-trees; singing birds’ delight; 

Splendor of mist and rainbow—and the still, 

Slow flight of butterflies. Sweet, liquid-clear, 

The lark flings to the dawn his lyric notes. 

And what inspired psalmist have we here? 

What song of pure, enthralling sweetness floats 

’Tis the entrancing love-song of the hermit-thrush. 

Bellingham, Washington 
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